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Simpson crowned 2009 Miss SWOSU
Sarah Sim pson of Elk City won the title of M iss SWOSU at this past Saturday's pageant. Simpson w ill represent 
SWOSU at next summer's M iss Oklahoma Pageant. For w inning the title, she w ill receive a $2,300 scholarship. 
Simpson is a sophomore majoring in business, and her platform issue is breast cancer awareness. Simpson also won  
the swim suit, talent, crowd pleaser and most tickets sold competitions. Lacey Russ of Cordell won the title of M iss 
SWOSU Outstanding Teen. (Photo by M indy Herb)







will speak at 
Southwestern 
on Thursday 




author Warren is 
a popular feature 
on college campuses 
across the nation. The 
PostSecret project 
is a collection of 
over 200,000 highly 
personal and artfully 
decorated postcards 
mailed anonymously 
from around the world.
His PostSecret.com 
website receives over 
3 million visitors each 
month, and Warren was 
recently awarded six 
weblog awards including 
"Best American Blog" and 
"Blog of the Year."
Brian Adler, chair of 
SWOSU's Panorama 
Committee, said interest 
in this program has been 




Missouri, Arkansas and 
Texas.
The event begins at 7:30 
p.m. in the 1,390-seat Fine 
Arts Center on the SWOSU 
campus. Admission is free, 
and seating is on a first- 
come, first-serve basis. The 
doors will open at 6:30 
p.m. For more information, 
contact the SWOSU PR & 
Marketing Office at (580) 
774-3063.
the history ofpostecret.compage 6




"We really wanted 
to follow through 
with Mrs. Carley's 
idea."
Jonna M ay
It was her plan.
Professor Cindy Carley had the 
idea of a student organization for 
those majoring in 
communication with an 
emphasis on speech.
Carley died of a 
sudden heart attack on 
Sept. 19. Students are 
now taking her dream 
and acting on it.
In an organizational 
communication class, 
students formed 
the Southwestern Communication 
Association. The eight charter members 
are Jonna May, Stephen Myers, Haley 
Schaffer, Kasha Burdge, Patricia Snyder, 
John Patterson, Casey McKay and 
Natalie Hopper, with Dr. Robin Jones as 
sponsor.
"We really wanted to follow through 
with Mrs. Carley's idea. She always had 
the idea of a communication group that 
served as a broader and more distinct 
part of speech communication," May 
said.
The organization is 
waiting on approval from 
the Collegiate Activities 
Board as an official SWOSU 
organization.
SCA has plans to 
organize one big event each 
semester. This semester, 
they will host the "Steaming 
Cup of Love" -  an event that 
Myers and May developed 
last year to raise money to buy 
Christmas presents for a needy family.
The event will be held downtown at 
The Cup, and will feature Myers and 
May performing various covers. All 
proceeds this year will go to the Cindy 
Carley Scholarship fund.
SW OSU joins w eight challenge
By: Tori Nichols
Staff Reporter__
SWOSU is taking 
part in its own "Biggest 
Loser" challenge to see 
what organization can 
lose the most weight in 
Weatherford.
Koch Oil, the 
YMCA, and the City of 
Weatherford are the other
teams that SWOSU will 
compete against.
The SWOSU team is 
headed up by captain 
Cindy Dougherty, dean 
of students. There are 38 
members on the team 
which is made up of 
students, faculty, staff and 
administrators.
"This is a great 
opportunity for
people who want to be 
healthier because it is an 
accountability tool. We 
are all in this together," 
Dougherty said. "You 
know you're serious about 
losing weight when you 
weigh yourself in front of 
your girlfriends! I won't 
even weigh myself in
see Challenge on page 2
SA VE THE DA EE -  THREE BIG E VENTS THIS WEEK
The Grove in the Gate: 
A Rashomon Tale
Theatre production
Thursday through Saturday, 
7:30 p.m., H illtop Theatre
See page 6









Friday and Saturday 
Rankin W illiam s Fieldhouse
See page 7
The One Thing You 
Need to Know
Ushers are needed for the Grove at the 
Gate" A  Rashomon Tale" presented by 
the Hilltop Theatre Nov. 19,20 and 21. 
If you  are interested, sign up in the 




An urn containing the ashes of a deco­
rated Korean War veteran has been sto­
len from a van the soldier’s family rented 
to attend his burial at Arlington National
Cemetery.
Source: msnbc.msn.com
Authorities say a Texas woman lied about having 
breast cancer and spent $10,000 raised at a benefit 
to have her breasts enlarged. McLennan County 
sheriff’s investigator James Pack says in court re­
cords that 24-year-old Trista Joy Lathern shaved 
her head to look like a cancer patient undergoing 
chemotherapy. Pack says Lathern wanted breast im­
plants to try to save her seven-month marriage.
Source: sfgate.com
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Staff and Administration 
receive annual awards
Honored as the Staff Employee of the Year was (right) Cassie 
Larman, administrative assistant in the SWOSU College of 
Pharmacy Department of Pharmacy Practice in Oklahoma 
City. She won a $500 cash award. Making the presentation 
is SWOSU President John Hays.
Honored as the Administrator of the Year was (right) James 
Skinner, assistant director of the SWOSU Physical Plant. He 
won a $500 cash award. Making the presentation is SWOSU 
President John Hays.
W inning the Dependent Scholarship Award presented by the 
SWOSU Support Personnel Organization was Taylor Karlin, 
daughter of B illy and Robin Karlin.
Southwestern staff employees were honored for 
their years of service at a recent reception held on 
the Weatherford campus, and two employees were 
recognized with staff employee and administrator of the 
year awards.
Staff employee and administrator of the year awards 
were presented to Cassie Larman and James Skinner, 
respectively. Each won a $500 award made possible by 
an anonymous donor. Larman is administrative assistant 
in the SWOSU Department of Pharmacy Practice in 
Oklahoma City, and Skinner is assistant director of the 
SWOSU Physical Plant.
Forty-two employees were honored for 5, 10, 15, 20,
25, 30 and 35 years of service to SWOSU. Also, nine 
employees who recently retired or have announced their 
retirements were honored. SWOSU President John Hays 
made the presentations.
SWOSU retirees include: Sharon Bearpaw, Linda Bell, 
Elaine Dean, Paula Fleming, Betty Ann Klaassen, Sylvia 
Miller, Eddie Tate, Beverly Wheeler and Shirley Williams.
Taylor Karlin, daughter of Billy and Robin Karlin, 
won the Dependent Award given by the Support Staff 
Personnel Organization. The award is a scholarship.
Years of service honorees were:
35 Years • Kenneth Rose
30 Years- Cynthia Foust, Marvin Hankins, Rick 
Seward
25 Years • Steve Antwine, John Hays, Sonya Roper, 
Joyce Sloan
20 Years • Robert Barnes, Mark Engelman, Thomas 
Fagan, Steve Johnson, Lyanna Schultz, Beverly Wheeler, 
Roma Willis, Misty Zink
15 Years • Sylvia Miller, David Misak, Barbara 
Pigg, Kaprice Skinner, Janice Sperle
10 Years • Rosemary Armoudian, Jason Baker, 
Sandra Bush, Cheryl Gregory, Lyndon Harms, Marcia 
Mahurin, Jan Schmitz, Wesley Warren, Rhonda Waters 
5 Years • Vertis Cooper, Bonnie Drake, Dale Evans, 
Lisa Friesen, Bonnie Harrelson, Sherron Manning, Chad 
Martin, Mickey McCrite, Doug Misak, David Mowles, 
Justin Tinder, Kyle Wright
Challenge from page 1
front of my husband and now every week my girlfriends 
see my weight."
Each team member had to pay a required $5 entry fee, 
which will go toward the prize for the winning team. 
They were asked to weigh themselves when they signed 
up and will continue to weigh in every Monday in the 
Nurse's office at the Wellness Center until Dec. 31 when 
the challenge ends. The captains will turn in their records 
to the YMCA weekly.
According to Dougherty, the Wellness Center should 
be an edge for the SWOSU team, but the YMCA also has 
good facilities that they can take advantage of. Ultimately, 
the team with the biggest percentage of weight loss will 
win.
"I'm really surprised by the turnout we have had and 
am really proud that this many people are looking to take 
care of themselves," Dougherty said. "I think the key to 
losing weight and staying fit is regular exercise, lots of 
water, healthy eating, and smiling and having a good 
attitude. To motivate our team I am putting together an 
email list to send witty and uplifting reminders to the 
team. I am also praying for all the participants if that's 
not too intrusive."
Res Life u p d a te
UPCOMING EVENTS
Nov. 17 - Hair "Do"s Party at Stewart Hall 
Nov. 19 - Twilight Party at OK Hall 
Nov. 23 - Bake Sale at OK Hall
MAKE A FRIEND!
Get to know a student who lives 





Favorite Music: Dave Matthews 
Band
Favorite Movie: Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the 
Lost Ark
What do you LOVE most about SWOSU's residence 
life? I love getting to interact with all sorts of 
people on a day-to-day basis. Everyday is different 
and there is never a dull moment!
What do you do in your free time? I enjoy golfing 
and watching a lot of movies. Naps are an 
everyday occurrence as well.
RES ROOM  RECIPES
Don't burn the hall down.
Microwave Oatmeal Squares
Ingredients:
1/2 C butter (microwave until melted) 
1/2 tsp vanilla or almond extract 
1/2 C packed brown sugar 
2 C oats
Preparation & Cooking Instructions:
Mix ingredients together.
Press into square glass dish.
Microwave on high for 5 minutes.
Cool and cut into squares.
n o t e s  a n d  r e m in d e r s
Remember it's cold and flu season so keep your 
hands washed and your room clean!
The Southwestern
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Pageant winners
Lacey Russ (left) of Cordell w on the 
title of M iss SWOSU Outstanding 
Teen at this past Saturday's pageant.
Sarah Sim pson (middle) of Elk City is the new  M iss SWOSU. Other finalists 
were (left) second runnerup Tanya Harrelson of Wichita Falls (TX) and first 
runnerup Alyssa Troy of Woodward.
Simpson, Russ win titles at pageant
Sarah Simpson of Elk City is the new Miss SWOSU, 
and Lacey Russ of Cordell won the title of Miss 
SWOSU Outstanding Teen at Saturday's pageant.
Simpson will represent SWOSU at next summer's 
Miss Oklahoma Pageant, while Russ advances to the 
Miss Oklahoma Outstanding Teen Pageant.
Simpson won the title and a $2,300 scholarship. 
Simpson is a sophomore majoring in business. Her 
platform issue is breast cancer awareness. Simpson 
also won the swimsuit, talent, crowd pleaser and most 
tickets sold competitions.
Alyssa Troy of Woodward finished as first 
runnerup. The sophomore won a $1,300 scholarship. 
Finishing second runnerup was sophomore Tanya 
Harrelson of Wichita Falls (TX) who won a $900 
scholarship. Harrelson, along with Tori Nichols of
Oklahoma City, tied for the most scholarship patrons 
sold award. Kelsey Haught of Altus won the peer 
respect and leadership award. All non-finalists each 
won $250 SWOSU scholarships.
For winning the Miss SWOSU Outstanding Teen 
title, Russ won a $500 scholarship to SWOSU and 
various gifts and certificates from area businesses. She 
also won the talent award.
Molly Kitchen of Tulsa (Metro Christian Academy) 
finished as first runnerup. She won a $200 scholarship 
to SWOSU and various gifts and certificates. Allie 
Ayers of Snyder finished as second runnerup and 
winner of the crowd pleaser and most tickets sold 
awards. She won a $150 scholarship to SWOSU. 
Payton Berrong of Weatherford won the most 
scholarship patrons sold award.
Parks and Rec student wins scholarship
SWOSU graduate student Drew H ughes (center) recently w on the 2009 Oklahoma 
Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance Graduate 
Scholarship. With him is (left): Ryan Haggard, faculty member in the SWOSU Parks 
& Recreation Management Department, and Dr. Chad Kinder, 2009 OAHPERD vice 
president for recreation and associate dean for the SWOSU School of Behavioral 
Sciences and Education.
Southwestern Parks and 
Recreation Management 
Department graduate student 
Drew Hughes of Drummond 
recently won the 2009 Oklahoma 
Association for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation and Dance 
Graduate Scholarship.
OAHPERD annually awards 
the Graduate Scholarship to one 
outstanding student.
Hughes is currently pursuing 
a Master of Education degree 
with an emphasis in Parks and 
Recreation Management at 
SWOSU in Weatherford. He 
completed a Bachelor of Science 
degree with a major in park law 
enforcement and a minor in 
multidisciplinary studies in 2008.
Hughes serves as a park 
guide /  interpretive ranger for 
the National Park Service at the 
Washita Battlefield National 
Historic Site located near 
Cheyenne.
Coming up on campus
Wednesday, November 18, 2009 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Brass & Woodwind Ensem­
ble Concert
Thursday, November 19, 2009 
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM The Beauty and Pride of 
Western Oklahoma
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM SGA - Student Senate 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM Panorama Event - Frank 
Warren
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM SWOSU Theatre Production
- Rashomon
Friday, November 20, 2009 
2:00 PM Department of Education Public
Forum
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM Faculty Senate Meeting 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM SWOSU Theatre Production
- Rashomon
8:15 PM - 10:00 PM Opera Scenes
Saturday, November 21, 2009 
All Day All-Senior Honor Band
8:45 AM - 12:00 PM Upward Bound Sat­
urday Academy
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM SWOSU Theatre Production
- Rashomon
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM SWOSU Theatre Production
- Rashomon
8:15 PM - 10:00 PM Opera Scenes
Monday, November 23, 2009 
10:00 AM - 11:30 PM Oklahoma Hall Bake 
Sale
Wednesday, November 25, 2009 
Campus Closed - Holiday
Thursday, November 26, 2009 
Campus Closed - Holiday
Friday, November 27, 2009 
Campus Closed - Holiday
Monday, November 30, 2009
11:00 AM  - 4:00 PM SWOSU Blood Drive
Tuesday, December 01, 2009 
11:00 AM  - 4:00 PM SWOSU Blood Drive 
11:30 AM  - 1:00 PM Let’s Talk About SWOSU 
Meeting
Thursday, December 03, 2009
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM SGA - Student Senate
Friday, December 04, 2009 
Last day to drop with a W P/W F 
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Symphonic & Community 
Band Concert
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Fort Hood, the gun culture, and SB 1083
b y  Em il y  Garrison
Emily Garrison
Staff Reporter__
"  With the recent 
shooting at Fort 
Hood and all of 
the consequen t 
media coverage, 
m y s ta n ce  on 
gun control keeps 
shifting."
I kept repositioning, 
shifting my weight 
under the late-summer 
Oklahoma sun so my 
heels wouldn't sink too 
far into the ground. My 
wet skin pulled my dress 
taut, making it more 
difficult to walk. Sweat 
was running down my legs 
undermining the grip of 
the patent heels on my feet. 
People quietly left after 
expressing condolences to 
the family.
My fiance's brother 
was murdered four days 
before. His girlfriend's 
ex-boyfriend shot him after 
the ex-boyfriend broke into 
her apartment.
Hundreds of flowers 
encircled his casket in the 
church; hundreds of people 
attended his funeral. One 
gunshot four days before 
impacted so many lives.
My fiance has no best 
man for our wedding in six 
months. No help to choose
tuxes, no one to host the 
customary bachelor party, 
and no one to stand beside 
him.
My beliefs are 
challenged by the death. 
Like I stood in the July sun 
I keep repositioning. I am 
torn between barricading 
myself in my 
house with 
a .45 under 
my pillow; 
and feeling 
like that gun 








and all of the 
consequent 
media coverage, my 
stance on gun control 
keeps shifting. Soldiers at 
Fort Hood do not carry 
guns. Military police and 
civilian guards carry guns. 
If soldiers were allowed 
"concealed carry," would
as many have been killed 
in the attack? Or would 
more be dead if numerous 




way to stop 
gun deaths 
would be for 










the ease for which it takes 
to obtain illegal firearms. 
Stricter laws won't prevent 
gun deaths. Psychological 
tests, drug tests, and other 
measures enacted will 
only drive guns further 
underground.
So are more guns 
the answer? Oklahoma 
legislators recently 
introduced bills that would 
permit concealed carry 
on campuses. Senate Bill 
1101 failed to pass in this 
session, but House Bill 
1083 is expected to be 
heard sometime early next 
year. Advocates of the bill 
say concealed guns could 
offer protection in the 
event of a shooting, and the 
idea of students carrying 
concealed weapons could 
prevent would-be shooters 
from executing plans.
After dozens of school 
shootings across the nation, 
it is clear existing gun 
bans have not prevented 
shootings thus far. But 
knowledge of the presence 
of guns on university 
grounds would change 
the mood and create 
uneasiness on campus
for some and a feeling of 
safety for others.
Sitting in the computer 
lab or lecture hall, students 
would not know if 
someone with a loaded 
gun is to the right and /o r 
left.
If SB 1083 is eventually 
passed, a shooter at a 
university in Oklahoma 
would undoubtedly be 
matched with gunfire. But 
how many people would 
get caught in the middle?
I have fired a gun.
Once.
At a shooting range
Under much persuasion.
After the death of my 
fiance's brother, I thought 
maybe I need to really 
purchase a gun and learn 
how to use it properly.
If someone burgles my 
house and has a gun, my 
options are rather limited 
if I myself do not possess 
a gun. I can't shake this 
thought. Before his death, I 
wanted nothing to do with 
a gun, and now, I seriously 
entertain the notion of
buying one. I have to fight 
gunfire with gunfire, right?
Whenever I see a gun 
I get a little terrified. I 
know, I overreact. Or do 
I? Accidental deaths due 
to children playing with 
guns could be reduced 
significantly if America 
stops underwhelming the 
gun culture.
When I was a child, I 
never picked up a gun out 
of curiosity, because I was 
aware of the circumstances 
of firing a gun.
Gun ownership in the 
United States has to get 
serious again.
It is reported the alleged 
Fort Hood gunman 
bought his gun at a shop 
in Killeen, Texas. The shop 
possesses the quaint title of 
Guns Galore.
Cute.
Gun ownership has 
become so sanctimonious 
that it sounds as though 
customers are going to a 
magical land with prizes.
That's the problem.
Maybe they are.
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MOVIE REVIEW
La w  A b i d i n g  C i t i z e n
Cheering for the bad guy
I went to see Law Abiding 
Citizen fully expecting the 
revenge thriller that was 
portrayed in the previews, 
but what I saw truly took 
revenge to a whole new 
level.
The movie was scary, 
exciting, thrilling, 
unpredictable, and quite 
impossible all at the same 
time.
The premise of the story 
is that a serial killer is 
able to keep committing 
murders while he is locked 
up inside a prison cell.
Gerard Butler is genius 
in his role as Clyde 
Shelton, a respectable 
family man who has his 
life turned upside down 
when his home is invaded 
by thugs and his wife and 
daughter are murdered 
while he watches 
helplessly.
Jamie Foxx plays Nick 
Price, a high-profile lawyer 
who is on the fast track to 
becoming Philadelphia's 
District Attorney. He 
represents Clyde after the 
murders, and after some 
encouragement from his 
boss, agrees to give one 
of the murderers a plea 
bargain in exchange for 
his testimony against his 
accomplice, who would be 
executed.
This was not good 
enough for Clyde, who 
wanted justice to be 
served. Everyone knew 
that both of the men were 
guilty, so he just couldn't 
understand why one guy 
would be able to walk free 
after what happened to 
his family. Nick explains 
that without a confession, 
both men could possibly 
walk free, so at lease they 
could get one guy this 
way. At that point, Clyde 
Shelton decided that our 
legal system is corrupt, and 
spent the next ten years
devising a plan of revenge.
When the thug who 
walked free is found dead 
ten years after the trial, 
Clyde freely admits to the 
murder.
This is where the movie 
starts to get gruesome. I 
like a good thriller, but 
I think there are a few 
scenes that I would rather 
not have seen, such as the 
filming of a murder by 
dismemberment with a 
chainsaw. You truly see 
how disturbed and crazy 
Shelton has become at this 
point.
After he has been locked 
up, the murders continue, 
and the Philadelphia police 
department is rendered 
helpless against this man 
who is controlling their 
lives from behind bars 
and is always one step 
ahead. He won't stop 
until his point is proven 
that America needs a new 
system of justice, and 
until then he continues 
to kill everyone that was
involved in the case.
Of all the thrillers I 
have seen, I felt this one 
was truly unique. A lot 
of that had to do with the 
character of Clyde Shelton
and the way that Gerard 
Butler brought that to life. 
He is a serial killer, but 
in the back of my mind 
I sympathized with him 
and almost felt him to be 
justified in his cause. He is 
also brilliantly smart and 
scary in a different kind of 
way than you normally see.
The plot is a little far­
fetched, but that doesn't stop 
it from being entertaining. 
This movie makes you think 
and keeps you on the edge 
of your seat.
Jamie Foxx was pretty 
good, but I felt as if I had 
seen him play this same 
role before. Butler was 
definitely the standout. 
There is also a good 
supporting cast including 




Sw e l l  Se a s o n  - -  “ St r i c t  Jo y "
Second album easy  on the ears
A quiet beat and light guitars ease 
listeners into the The Swell Season's 
sophomore album Strict Joy. They offer 
calm melodies that are short on dreariness 
and full of affection. Glen Hansard and 
Marketa Irglova along with their band 
play a natural blend of pop and folk.
Hansard, from an Irish band called The 
Frames, leads the vocals 
and guitar along side 
Irglova, a Czech pianist 
and vocalist. Together 
they have released one 
other album in 2006 and a 
soundtrack for the movie 
Once.
Hansard's sharp voice 
cuts through any gaps of silence between 
keystrokes and strums of the guitar.
He speaks in narratives, screams in 
confessions, and cries in defiance as the 
stories are told. An experienced musician 
like this is in control of every sound he 
produces. Sounds are shaped and molded 
into a story sung to music.
The third track introduces listeners
to Irglova's vocal prowess. The two 
come together in a spiral of sound.
She expounds on the choruses with 
background vocals, however often times 
joins Hansard in the forefront with 
harmonies.
The duo has invaded late night talk 
shows in an effort to gain fans stateside.
The Swell Season has made several 
appearances at U.S. cities as a part of their 
North American tour including three 
consecutive stops in Texas last week.
A top seller in music retailer rankings, 
this album might surprise first time 
listeners, but can extend their musical 
tastes and them open to new ventures.
— Logan Sides
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Play fe a tu re s  Ja p a n e se -s ty le  th e a tre
Southwestern is presenting the 
premiere of The Grove at the Gate: A 
Rashomon Tale on November 19-21 on the 
Weatherford campus.
This will only be the second 
production that the script has had 
with the first performance being a lab 
theatre production that the playwright 
directed shortly after writing the script. 
Playwright Dr. Gino Chelakis will be in 
attendance for the SWOSU premiere.
Based on short fables by Ryunosuke 
Akutagawa, The Grove at the Gate reveals 
two crimes: the murder (or possible 
suicide) of a samurai and the rape of his 
wife. Set at the foot of the Rashomon,
the great entrance gate to Kyota, Japan, 
versions of the crimes are told by those 
directly associated and the stories of their 
testimony are recounted by three men, 
who meet accidentally, at the Rashomon. 
Though all are plausible, each version is 
different.
The Grove at the Gate: A Rashomon 
Tale runs November 19 and 20 at 7:30 
p.m. and November 21 at 2 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. in the SWOSU Hilltop Theatre. 
Admission is $5 for adults, $3 for non- 
SWOSU students and free for individuals 
with an SWOSU I.D. Tickets may be 
reserved by calling the box office at 580­
774-6046. Reservations and /o r advance
purchases are encouraged due to limited 
seating.
SWOSU Director Steve Strickler said 
the production team is implementing 
three major forms of Japanese theatre to 
present the stories: Noh Theatre, Kabuki 
Theatre and Bunraku Theatre. All of the 
production elements are inspired by the 
three theatre styles.
"This is such an exciting process for 
the students involved in the production," 
Strickler said. "I think that it will be 
intriguing for our audiences. It is not very 
often that we get to work with Eastern 
theatre styles, so it offers a new cultural 
experience for all those involved."
Strickler said that Stephen Haynes, 
SWOSU's professor of design and 
technical theatre, was involved in the first 
production of The Grove at the Gate. He 
contacted the playwright to introduce the 
possibility of further development of the 
script. Dr. Chelakis was very willing to 
revisit the project.
SWOSU's production is entered as a 
participating entry in the Kennedy Center 
American College Theatre Festival, and 
the script is entered in the Michel Kanin 
Playwriting Awards program and is being 
considered for the David Mark Cohen 
Playwriting Award through the Kennedy 
Center.
The confession's in the mail
by Emily Garrison
Staff Reporter_____
Postcard project gains 
w orld-w ide popularity
Post Secret
Everyone has secrets. Sharing those secrets is 
cathartic, and PostSecret creator Frank 
Warren wants to help.
Warren will divulge secrets 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday in the 
Fine Arts Center as part of 
Southwestern's Panorama 
series. Admission is free.
PostSecret started as a mail art 
project and has since "spread virally," Warren said.
Every Sunday, Warren posts 20 new postcards on his 
Web site, www.postsecret.com. The site has had over 280 
million visitors.
PostSecret began when Warren distributed 3,000 blank 
postcards for a 2004 Washington, D.C. art show.
Of the original 3,000 postcards, he received 
about 100 back. Five years later, Warren 
estimates he receives about 1,000 
postcards weekly.
Warren is affected by 
every postcard, and 
keeps all of 
them. He 
has
over 200,000 postcards in his Maryland home.
"I have a ton of people's secrets," Warren said. 
Warren receives these 4 inch by 6 inch confessions 
from  a ro u n d  th e  world. The mailing address 
asso c ia ted  w ith  PostSecret is his residential
address. Warren said he is working on his second 
mailbox since the project 
started.
Warren brands himself an 
"accidental artist" and has no 
artistic training.
"What inspires me is no one has 
much training," Warren said of the postcards he receives, 
calling PostSecret "people's art."
Warren has published five books full of other people's 
secrets. In each of his books he also includes his own 
secret. In his latest book, PostSecret: Confessions on 
Life, Death, and God, a postcard he received especially 
resonates with him:
"Sometimes I wonder if God is real, and 
if he is then why did he let my 
dad die? And why 
does he
talk to some people but he never talks to me, even when I 
talk first."
"The cards speak to different people differently," 
Warren said.
PostSecret has gained worldwide media attention, and 
the PostSecret Art Exhibition exhibits internationally. The 
project has even been the focus of a music video, "Dirty 
Little Secrets" by Oklahoma band The All-American 
Rejects.
Warren has been to almost every state, sharing stories 
and secrets. He speaks on college campuses often because 
PostSecret connects with college students.
"College students are more open- 
minded. The older you get, you start 
keeping secrets from yourself," Warren 
said.
Warren isn't sure about the future 
of PostSecret.
"I don't know. I try not to lead 
the project and set goals. I wanl 
the community to lead where 
it goes, with me following."
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Volleyball players make all-conference
Five members of Southwestern's volleyball squad landed on Lone Star Conference all-star 
teams recently. (Photo by M indy Herb)
RICHARDSON, Texas 
-  Five members of the 
Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University volleyball 
team were recognized for 
their achievements by the 
Lone Star Conference with 
selection to the league's all­
conference and academic 
teams announced earlier 
this week.
Kristen Kaufman 
and Emily Walter were 
chosen to both teams 
while three others -  Tara 
Gibby, Stephanie Parker 
and Kayla Bader were 
academic honorees.
Kaufman, a setter from 
Bedford, Texas, was a 
repeat selection to the 
league's all-conference 
honorable mention list.
She has made the list each 
of her last three seasons. 
She concluded her senior 
season as the team leader 
in assists with 848 and 
services aces with 31. She 
ended her four-year career 
as the school's all-time 
leader in assists with more 
than 3,400 and was ranked 
among the league's leaders 
each season.
Academically, she 
earned mention on the 
Commissioner's Honor 
Roll by having a grade 
point average greater than 
3.20 and participating in 
more than 50 percent of 
the team's total games. 
Kaufman will graduate 
in May with a 3.58 in
marketing.
Walter, a sophomore 
middle blocker from Azle, 
Texas, joined Kaufman 
on the all-conference 
honorable mention list. 
Walter was SWOSU's top 
offensive player in 2009 
finishing as the team leader 
in kills (292) and attack 
percentage (.198). She had 
double figure kill totals in 
13 matches with her best
effort coming with 15 kill 
game in a five-set win over 
Midwestern State.
Walter was also one of 
11 players voted to the 
academic all-conference 
team, a squad that 
measures both academic 
achievement and athletic 
accomplishments. The 
league's sports information 
directors vote on the team 
using a defined criteria.
Walter has a 4.0 grade 
point average, one of four 
players in the league to 
have such a mark. She is 
majoring in pre-pharmacy.
One other player, Tara 
Gibby, was voted to the 
all-academic team. The 
Sulphur Springs, Texas 
senior has maintained a 
3.96 grade point average 
while majoring in 
marketing.
Classic matches top team s
Plenty of basketball action will 
take place Friday and Saturday, 
November 20-21, when the 
Weatherford Area Chamber of 
Commerce hosts it 2009 Basketball 
Classic at Southwestern.
The classic will feature high 
school and college teams with action 
starting each day at 11:30 a.m. and 
continuing to the last game at 9:30 
p.m. in Rankin Williams Fieldhouse 
on the SWOSU campus.
High school teams include 
both boys and girls teams from 
Chattanooga, Okarche, Oklahoma 
Storm and Harding Prep. College 
teams include women's teams from 
the University of Central Oklahoma, 
Oklahoma Baptist University, 
Oklahoma City University and 
SWOSU; and men's teams from 
Arkansas Tech, West Texas A & M, 
Missouri-St. Louis and SWOSU.
"We have some outstanding teams 
in this classic and there should be
great basketball action throughout 
the day," said Chamber of Commerce 
President Tom Fagan. "We invite 
everyone to come enjoy."
On Friday night, fans will get to see 
a battle of Class A's preseason #1 
and #2 ranked girls teams when #1 
Chattanooga faces #2 Okarche. The 
boys game should be just as good as 
#2 ranked Okarche faces preseason 
#13 Chattanooga.
Fagan said the best part is that 
there is one admission price for the 
entire day of action. Adult tickets 
are $7, public school students $3 and 
SWOSU students with an I.D. are 
admitted free.
The schedule of games is:
FRIDAY - November 20, 2009 
11:30 am College Women
Central Oklahoma vs. Oklahoma 
Baptist
1:30 pm  College Men
Arkansas Tech vs. West Texas A&M
3:30 pm College Women
SWOSU vs. Oklahoma City 
University
5:30 pm College Men
SWOSU vs. Missouri-St. Louis 
7:30 pm High School Girls
Chattanooga vs. Okarche
9:30 pm High School Boys
Chattanooga vs. Okarche
SATURDAY - November 21, 2009 
11:30 am College Women 
Central Oklahoma vs. Oklahoma 
City
1:30 pm College Men
Missouri-St. Louis vs. West Texas 
A&M
3:30 pm College Women
SWOSU vs. Oklahoma Baptist 
5:30 pm College Men
SWOSU vs. Arkansas Tech
7:30 pm High School Girls
Oklahoma Storm vs. Harding Prep 
9:30 pm High School Boys
Oklahoma Storm vs. Harding Prep
Women’s rodeo finishes season with win
ALVA, Okla. - Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University closed out its 2009 fall season by winning 
the Northwestern Oklahoma State University rodeo
in convincing fashion. SWOSU ended with 345 points, 
outdistancing the host, NWOSU, by a wide margin.
The Rangers finished second with 295 while Western 
Oklahoma State College was third with 195 points.
Weatherford sophomore Amy Outhier was back in 
her customary spot atop the goat-tying competition by 
winning first in the long run, short run and the average. 
Outhier's best time was a 6.3 in the long run. Outhier 
also was among the top 10 qualifiers in barrel racing but 
did have times low enough to finish among the top six in 
either round and did not place in the average.
Kelsi Chase also added considerable points to the 
Bulldog's team total in breakaway roping. Chase finished 
in a two-way tie for first after placing first in the short 
round with a time of 2.1. She did not finish among the 
top six in the short round.
Lorie Tierney also had a good rodeo placing fifth in 
the goat tying event thanks primarily to her fourth-place 
effort in the long run. She also was among the top 10 in 
breakaway roping but her times were not low enough to 
earn points in either round.
SWOSU will next enjoy a lengthy winter break before 
resuming action Feb. 19 at the Kansas State University 
rodeo.
Men’s rodeo team  
ranks seventh in event
ALVA, Okla. - The 
Southwestern men 
placed seventh in the 
Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University rodeo 
which concluded its three- 
day run Saturday in Alva. 
The Bulldogs finished 
with 225 points and were 
behind eventual winner 
NWOSU, the host school, 
with 595 points. Connors 
State was second with 515 
points while Panhandle 
State was third with 455 
points.
Cody Teel continued 
to perform well in 
the bareback riding 
competition. Teel, who 
won previously at 
Colby, Pratt and at the 
Southeastern rodeos, 
placed fifth in the NWOSU 
event. He placed fourth 
in the long run and split 
fourth-and fifth in the short 
run.
SWOSU also got a good 
showing by Cody Schelly 
in calf roping with a time 
of 8.1 seconds to place 
second in the long round. 
He added a fourth-place 
effort in the short round 
and placed second in the 
average. SWOSU had a 
second cowboy, Jarrod 
Branch, advance to the 
short round in the calf 
roping competition, but he 
did not score well enough 
to place sixth or better in 
either the final round or 
the average.
SWOSU also got points 
Schelly in the steer 
wrestling event as he 
placed sixth in the short 
round and sixth in the 
average. Teammate Greg 
Schaffeld also advanced 
to the short round in the 
event but did not score 





11:30 AM Southwestern Basketball 
Classic
11.21.09
11:30 AM Southwestern Basketball 
Classic
11.24.09
Women's basketball @ Henderson  
State AR
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball vs. Arkansas-Ft. Smith
11.25.09
Women's Basketball @ Arkansas Tech
11.27.09
Men's Basketball @ WTAMU Thanks­
giving Classic
11.28.09
Men's Basketball @ WTAMU Thanks­
giving Classic
12.03.09
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Women's 
Basketball @ Angelo State TX 
8:00 PM - 10:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball @ Angelo State TX
12.05.09
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Women's 
Basketball @ Abilene Christian TX 
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball @ Abilene Christian TX
12.08.09
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball vs. Paul Quinn
12.12.09
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Women's 
Basketball vs West Texas A&M  
8:00 PM - 10:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball vs. West Texas A&M
12.14.09
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Women's 
Basketball vs. Eastern N ew  Mexico 
8:00 PM - 10:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball vs. Eastern N ew  Mexico
12.17.09
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball vs. Rhema Bible
12.19.09
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Women's 
Basketball @ Tarleton State TX 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball @ Tarleton State TX
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B a c k  P a g e
a c r o s s
1. Shut a door forcefully 
5. Any doctrine 
8. Cry
12. Magma




18. Left by a wound




26. Anagram of "Resold"
29. Plan of action
31. Watch chain
32. Bay window
34. A cancerous growth 
36. A device that emits light 
38. Fore-and aft rigged vessel







51. By way of
52. What we breathe






67. Lack of difficulty 
68.1 1 1 1
69. Honey insect








4. Any warm blooded vertebrate
5. Bit
6. Blemish






14. Polish monetary unit
20. Cancel
21. Where a bird lives
25. Render senseless











42. A university administrator 
44. Precipitation
47. A series o f  connected rooms 
49. Uneven




5 7 .  Carry 
5S. W ings




Sudoku: Num ber puzzle in w hich  
num bers m ust be fit into a 9x9 grid 
such that each numeral appears 
exactly once in each row, colum n and 
each of n ine 3x3 blocks. 
*Answers at the bottom of this page.*






































off the mark b y  Mark Parisi
w w w . o f f t h e m a r k . c o m
© M ark  P a r is i, P e r m is s io n  r e q u ir e d  fo r  u s e .
Answers
